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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

THE AMERICAN PUNITIVE EXPEDITION INTO MEXICO 

On March 9, 1916, the territory of the United States was invaded by 
a force of some 1,500 men, under the command of Francisco Villa, who 
has disputed for the past year and more the authority of General Car- 
ranza, the First Chief of Mexico, whose government was recognized 
by the United States on October 19, 1915, as the de facto government of 
Mexico. The city of Columbus in New Mexico was the scene of the 
attack and a number of Americans were killed, including some soldiers, 
and many buildings were set fire to and burned before the intruders were 
driven across the international border into Mexico. 

The day following the attack President Wilson decided that the 
circumstances required immediate action to be taken against Villa, and 
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